
Chinese investments fuel growth in African science 
Inside a greenhouse on the edge of Nairobi, a small crate holds the hopes of Robert Gituru and a team of 

researchers from Kenya and China. It is filled with healthy bunches of red and green grapes — some of the 

first ever produced in central Africa.  The grapes are varieties developed by the Chinese Academy of 

Sciences (CAS) and designed to thrive in warm, semi-arid environments. A joint Kenyan–Chinese team 

has been growing them with the aim of planting the seeds of a wine-producing industry in Kenya.  “It’s got 

some people here very excited,” says Gituru, director of the Sino-Africa Joint Research Centre, a facility 

established with the help of CAS that opened last November in the grounds of the Jomo Kenyatta University 

of Agriculture and Technology. https://www.nature.com/immersive/d41586-019-01398-x/index.htm 
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